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As union members, 
we believe that if 

you work hard and play 
by the rules, you should 
earn wages you can 
thrive on (not just survive 
on). That means you 
should be able to raise 
a family, own a home, 
provide a better life for 
your kids, and retire in 
dignity.

We can achieve that 
because, as part of a 
union, workers have the 
power to keep a bigger 
share of the wealth they 
create. But that’s getting 

harder to achieve. 

Today, fewer workers are 
in unions than during 
the 1950s and 1960s. As 
unions get squeezed, 
the middle class gets 
squeezed. Without the 
power of unions, middle-
class families are left 
watching their share of 
this country’s enormous 
wealth instead get 
vacuumed up by the  
One Percent. 
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Unions help create  
the middle class
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